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was based on mere venality. There developed,, therefore, In
both, provinces a considerable agitation for responsible
government, so that the Councils should be dependent upon
the elected Assemblies. This agitation was more violent in
Lower Canada, where it was combined with racial hostility,
especially when the province fell under the control of so
tactless a Governor as Sir James Craig (recalled in 1811),
who considered the French subjects as national enemies.
The Councils and ruling classes tended to become more
and more dominated by English people, English ideas and
English interests, while the Assembly was from the outset
predominantly French. A French Canadian press was begun
and the Nationalist paper, Le Canadien, led a vigorous
attack on the Government, Yet " the struggle at this
time was not so much a race conflict as a squabble between
the Executive and the Legislature."1 So blind did the
opposition to the Executive become that even wise measures
were needlessly obstructed and the work of government
brought to a standstill.

A further grievance under the Constitutional Act was pe   pnvi-
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the special privileges of the Churches. That Act prescribed Church.
that in Upper Canada one-seventh of all land should be set
aside for the maintenance of a Protestant clergy; this pro-
vision became a burden on the people, since the clergy were
too few to supply the spiritual needs of the population, and
were quite unable to undertake the proper cultivation of their
land. The grievance became all the more oppressive when
an attempt was made to secure this land for the Church of
England, the weakest denomination in Upper Canada, where-
as the Act of 1791 had allotted it merely to a Protestant clergy.
In New Brunswick, also, there was considerable opposition
to the privilege of the Church of England. The opposition
became much more boisterous later when this attempt by the
Anglicans to monopolise the Clergy Reserves was more vigor-
ously pressed by Bishop Strachan of Toronto.

In 1837 people in both Provinces broke out into unsuccess-
ful revolt.   In the next year Lord Durham was sent out as

1 Lucas, Lord Durham's Report, vol. i, p, 35.   This book should

be consulted on the subject of Canadian difficulties in general.